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Course Description 
 
Understanding the authoritarianism emerging today, requires understanding the authoritarianism of the past. The contest 
of political ideologies that animated the Spanish Civil War presents a telling example of how fascistic authoritarianism 
can overtake the other dominant ideologies of the modern political order. This course will examine authoritarianism, 
capitalism, socialism, anarchism, and republican liberalism with an eye both to their roles in the Spanish Civil War and to 
their ongoing relevance today. 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 
By the end of this course, successful students will be able to… 
 

1) Understand and articulate the basic political philosophies informing the contesting forces during the 
Spanish Civil War. Students will exhibit meaningful comprehension not only of those philosophies but 
also how they continue to affect the world today. 

2) Exhibit familiarity with several sites in Barcelona where important events took place during the Spanish 
Civil War. That familiarity will include an understanding not only of the material qualities of the site but 
also the ideological and historical terrain of the events that transpired there. 

 
 

Readings 
 

Manageable daily readings will be assigned (students will have ample time to experience Barcelona and Spain). 
Most readings will be provided free as PDFs. No background in philosophy required. (Cost: less than $40) 
 

• [Purchase: approx. price $22] Nick Lloyd, Forgotten Places: Barcelona and the Spanish Civil War 
(Barcelona: CreateSpace, 2015). ISBN 978-1519531117 

• [Purchase: approx. price $6.50] George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia (CreateSpace, 2014). ISBN 978-
1505818390 

• [Purchase: approx. price $12] Helen Graham, The Spanish Civil War: A Very Short Introduction 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005). ISBN 978-0192803771 

• Free PDFs will be distributed on anarchism, socialism, liberal republicanism, fascism, and falangism. 
 
 

 



Course Requirements & Grading 
 

1) Site Presentation, 20%. Students will each give a twenty-minute site presentation addressing some site 
related to the Spanish Civil War in Barcelona. Presentations will be made on site. Students will be 
expected to discuss what happened at the site, the political implications of those events, and the 
philosophical ideas informing those involved. Each student’s site selection must be approved by the 
instructor after a meeting with the instructor to discuss the selection. To begin the process of site 
selection, please read the Nick Lloyd book prior to departure. Sites will be selected during the first few 
days of class. 
 

2) Journal Entries, 20% (around ten entries). Students are expected to write entries reflecting on what they 
encounter at key places we visit in Barcelona. Entries should present thoughtful reflections upon sites, 
readings, people, art, music, culture, politics, current events, and Barcelona. Journals should exhibit the 
evolution of students’ thoughts about Spain and the topics of the course over the entirety of the program. 
Entries may include drawings, poems, and music, and may be done as a whole or in part as video or 
audio recordings. 
 

3) Final Essay: The Political Philosophies of the Spanish Civil War, 40%. Students will each write three 3-
page essays describing and analyzing the political philosophies informing the major actors in the 
Spanish Civil War, especially as it unfolded in Barcelona. Students will be expected to exhibit a 
sophisticated understanding of fascism and the Phalange, socialism, communism, anarchism, and liberal 
republicanism. 

 
KIIS Policies 

 
Attendance Policy 
KIIS program participants are expected to be punctual to and in attendance at all classes, presentations, 
meetings and required excursions, and to remain with the program for the full academic period. Unexcused 
absences from classes and/or mandatory meetings will result in a lowering of the student’s final grade, as will 
excessive tardiness. Multiple unexcused absences could result in expulsion from the program. Any absence 
from an academic class session must be excused for medical reasons. 
 
Disability Accommodation 
KIIS will make every reasonable effort to provide accommodations for program participants with special 
needs or disabilities, but we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.  Be aware that many foreign 
countries do not have comprehensive legislation comparable to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
As a result, businesses and other establishments operating in foreign countries may not be able to provide 
accommodations. 
 
If you have a disability accommodation need, we recommend you contact your KIIS Campus 
Representative, https://www.kiis.org/about-kiis/contact-us/campus-representatives/ early in your program 
selection process so that s/he has time to discuss any specific needs, including which KIIS programs may be 
best suited. You also are welcome to contact KIIS Assistant Director, Rebekah Golla, 
rebekah.golla@wku.edu, to discuss your disability accommodation needs (e.g. housing, transportation, 
excursions, class schedule, etc.). 
 
Immediately after acceptance, notify KIIS Assistant Director, Rebekah Golla, or KIIS Office Manager, Haley 
McTaggart, haley.mctaggart@wku.edu, if you have a special need or disability that might require any form of 
accommodation abroad. Failure to notify KIIS may prevent you from participating on your KIIS program. If 
you require any accommodations abroad, you must provide KIIS Assistant Director, Rebekah Golla, or KIIS 
Office Manager, Haley McTaggart, an accommodation letter from your home campus’ disability 



accommodation office that lists the accommodations you are eligible to receive.  Please do not request 
accommodations directly from your KIIS Program Director or other KIIS Faculty; the KIIS Office will 
contact your KIIS Program Director and/or Faculty after we have received your above accommodation letter. 
In some cases, you may need to make arrangements for a caregiver to join you on your KIIS program, should 
your physician, campus disability accommodation office, or KIIS make such a recommendation or require it. 
 
Title IX / Discrimination & Harassment 
Recent attention to gender discrimination and sexual harassment at colleges and universities reminds us of the 
importance of adhering to standards of ethical and professional behavior.  KIIS Study Abroad is committed to 
supporting and encouraging safe and equitable educational environments for our students, faculty, and 
program directors.  Students, faculty, and program directors are required to be civil and treat each other with 
dignity and respect.  As such, harassment and/or discrimination of any kind will not be permitted or 
tolerated. Sexual misconduct (sexual harassment, sexual assault, and sexual/dating/domestic violence) and 
sex discrimination are violations of KIIS policies.   
 
If you experience an incident of sex/gender-based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct, you 
are encouraged to report it to a)  KIIS Assistant Director Rebekah Golla (+1-270-779-8091) or KIIS 
Executive Director, John Dizgun (+1-270-227-2288), b) WKU’s Title IX Coordinator, Andrea Anderson 
(270-745-5398 / andrea.anderson@wku.edu) or WKU’s Title IX Investigators, Michael Crowe (270-745-
5429 / michael.crowe@wku.edu) or Joshua Hayes (270-745-5121 /  joshua.hayes@wku.edu).   
 
Please note that while you may report an incident of sex/gender based discrimination, harassment and/or 
sexual misconduct to a KIIS program director and/or faculty member, KIIS program directors and faculty are 
considered “Responsible Employees” of Western Kentucky University and MUST report what you share to 
WKU’s Title IX Coordinator or Title IX Investigator.   
 
If you would like to speak with someone who may be able to afford you confidentiality, you may contact 
WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center, https://www.wku.edu/heretohelp/ at 270-745-3159. 
 
For more information on KIIS Title IX, see https://www.kiis.org/students/health-safety/title-ix-clery/; 
additional Title IX resources can be found here 
https://www.wku.edu/eoo/documents/titleix/titleixbrochure.pdf. 
 
Everyone should be able to participate on a KIIS program, attend a KIIS event, or work in a KIIS 
environment (e.g. KIIS office) without fear of sexual harassment or discrimination of any kind.  Be respectful 
of each other.  
 
Recordings and Postings. No video or audio recordings and no photographs of any kind are permitted of the 
instructor or of other class participants without the explicit prior permission of the instructor. No class 
materials, recordings, or photographs of the class may be shared on social media without the explicit prior 
permission of the instructor. No transcriptions or accounts of class conversations or interactions may be 
posted to social media without permission of the instructor. Photos and recordings taken outside of class and 
outside of class excursions may be posted without permission, but please ask anyone from the class who 
appears in photos or recordings for permission before posting. 
 

 
 
 
 


