
 
 

 

 
KIIS SALZBURG, Summer 2018 

MUS 430-1 Music Literature: Selected Masterpieces from Mozart’s Final Years 

 

Professor: Dr. Mike D’Ambrosio 

Email:  mdambrosio@murraystate.edu 

  

 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course consists of historical and advanced theoretical study of several glorious works from 
the last seven years of Mozart’s life, including his last two symphonies (no. 40 and no.41  
“Jupiter”), his String Quartet no. 19 (“Dissonance”), and portions of the Requiem.  Free from  
the restraints of patronage, Mozart’s genius shines through most brightly with these late works,  
all composed while Mozart lived in Vienna.  Especially appropriate for those preparing for  
graduate study, this course will help students develop score study skills and reinforce almost  
every topic covered in the traditional music theory sequence, all while peering “under the  
hood” of some of the finest music ever composed.   
 
 
Prerequisite: 
 
MUS 200  
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
After taking this course, students will have an intimate understanding of some of the most 
important compositions in Mozart’s body of work, as well as in the history of Western art music.  
The students’ reading assignments and visit to Vienna will have provided historical context for 
the music studied, and their analytical work will serve as a thorough review of diatonic and 
chromatic harmony.  In addition, due to the nature of Mozart’s music, students will learn or 
reinforce all the small and large standard forms as well as how to navigate music that skirts 
those definitions.  Student’s listening and score reading abilities will be greatly improved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Required Text and Supplies 
 

• University Readers Custom Course Packet containing readings and musical scores, to 
be purchased ahead of time at www.universityreaders.com 

• In lieu of not purchasing a published textbook, please plan on saving 20 EUR for 
admission to concerts 

• Pencils and notebook for class notes 
• Electronic device for mp3 playback (laptop, tablet, smart phone, etc.) – all files will be 

downloaded before leaving the U.S.  
 

 
Attendance Policy 
 
Students are expected to attend and be on time for every class session, participate in 
discussions, and ask questions as necessary.  Students must attend and participate in all out-
of-class activities as directed by the instructor/program director.  For such activities, students 
must on time and strictly follow the rules and regulations of the program.  KIIS requires that any 
unexcused absences result in a grade reduction.  Multiple unexcused absences may result in 
expulsion from the program.   
 
 
Evaluation   
 
45% Assignments  
15%  Quizzes (2) 
15% Participation and Preparation for classes 
10% Reflection Papers (Concerts, Other Excursions)  
15% Final Project  
 
A = 90-100%,  B = 80-89%,  C = 70-79%,  D = 60-69%,  F < 60% 
 
 
Readings (more may be added)  
 
Oxford Music Online: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (for reference) 
Reinhard G. Pauly, Music in the Classical Period (excerpts) 

• The Background of the Classical Period (p.1-7) 
• Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (p.8-12) 

Neal Zaslaw, “Mozart as a working stiff” (1994)  
Christoph Wolff, “The challenge of blank paper: Mozart the Composer” (1992)  
H. C. Robbins Landon: A Guide to Mozart’s Life and Music (excerpts) 
Paul Johnson, Mozart: A Life (excerpts) 
Preface to The Marriage of Figaro, Schirmer edition  
 
 


