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Course Description 

The purpose of this course is to examine how philosophy informs health and vice versa, both in 
ancient and modern Greek society.  From ancient Corpuscularians to the modern Medical model, 
health and the treatment of illness have been tightly bound to how we view the world.  As we 
travel through Greece, we will examine ancient sites and artifacts where health and philosophy 
interacted.  We will discuss how life in Greece, both ancient and modern, affects health.  Finally, 
we will draw thematic comparisons between ancient and modern Greek healthcare.  Students will 
be expected to read, write, and think critically.   

Student Learning Objectives 

 By the end of this course students will be able to… 

• Explain how medical treatment in ancient Greece was administered and by whom. 
• Explain how Greek philosophy informed/directed medical practices 
• Describe common medical tools of the ancient world and how they were used. 
• Explain how Greek culture, both ancient and modern, affect health.   

KIIS Greece Program Student Learning Objectives 

After completing the KIIS Greece trip, students will have… 

• honed their knowledge of Greece and Greek society, from antiquity to the 21st century; · 
synthesized academic concepts with real world experiences;  

• observed Mediterranean life in rural settings, in middle-sized towns, and on islands, as 
well as in the megalopolis of Athens; interacted with ordinary Greeks on a regular basis; 

• exhibited confidence in their abilities to function competently in another culture; · 
articulated an understanding of what it means to be the stranger in another land;  

• articulated the relationship between ideas and place (i.e., geography, landscape, 
buildings, monuments) as that relationship reflects the past, the present, and the 
recreation of the past in the present; clarified their personal values, both as U. S. citizens 
and as individuals; deepened their appreciation for the values of others;  

• improved their oral and written communication skills in English. 

 



Course Goals  

1. To utilize numerous site and museum visits to observe where and how Greek philosophy 
and healthcare interacted.   

2. Utilize various texts to observe how both philosophy and health changed over time.   
3. To discuss common health problems in ancient Greece and how they were treated.   
4. To discuss how Greek geography and technology affected health and mortality.   

Required Text 

Holmes, B. (2010) The Symptom and the Subject the Emergence of the Physical Body in  

Ancient Greece.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  

Evaluation  

  Weekly Journal Entries  10% 
  In class discussion   15% 
  Short Papers (2)   30% 
  Final paper Assignment  45% 
      Total: 100% 
 
Class attendance & Participation 

Students are expected to attend every class and to participate in out-of-class activities as directed 
by the instructor. KIIS requires that any unexcused absence result in grade reduction, and 
multiple unexcused absences may result in expulsion from the program. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. This includes plagiarism (copying, paraphrasing, or 
otherwise stealing another’s words, ideas, or idea process without proper citation) and cheating 
of any kind that attempts to pass off another’s work as your own. Consequences for academic 
dishonesty may result in a failing grade for the assignment in question or the course. 

Special Needs 

Please mention any special needs on the first day of class. I am committed to helping each 
student achieve his or her best learning experience. Communication is key! 

 

Course Outline 

TBA 

 


