
 
 

 

 
KIIS Barcelona, Summer 2018 

ENG 290 Topic: Imagining the Spanish Civil War: Hemingway, Hughes and other  
American Writers 

 

Professor: Dr. Andy Doolen 

Email: andy.doolen@uky.edu 

  

Syllabus subject to change 
 
Some important American writers were eyewitnesses to the Spanish Civil War (1936-
1939). Inspired by the struggle against fascism, writers such as Ernest Hemingway, 
John Dos Passos, Martha Gellhorn, Langston Hughes, and Josephine Herbst traveled 
to Spain and wrote about their experiences during the war. In this course, we will 
explore their journalism, poetry, fiction, and personal narratives about wartime Spain. 
We will pay special attention to their writings about Barcelona, from poetry about the 
terrifying air bombings that took over 1,500 lives to journalistic accounts of the exodus 
of refugees from city. On our excursions through the city, we will retrace their 
footsteps with the aim of creating a literary map of their Barcelona writings and of 
their experiences in the city. In addition to learning about the history of the Spanish 
Civil War, students will also gain a deeper appreciation of the relationship between 
literature and war.   
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Students are expected to read a selection of American writers who witnessed the 
Spanish Civil War; to visit historical and cultural sites in Barcelona associated with war; 
to become acquainted with the practices of reading literary texts as “sites of 
memory”; and to synthesize the course material through written/ oral assignments, 
quizzes, exams and projects. 
 
GRADING PROCEDURES: 
Scale: 
90-100 A 
80-89 B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 
Below 60 E (F) 
 
Students will keep a reflective journal, which will be periodically collected and graded. This 
journal will count for 40% of the final course grade. Students will give a presentation on a 



topic selected in selected in consultation with the instructor; the presentation will contribute 
30%. Quizzes will contribute the remaining 30% of the final course grade.  
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  
Students are expected to attend every class and to participate in all out-of-class 
activities as directed by the instructor. KIIS requires that any unexcused absence result 
in grade reduction, and multiple unexcused absences may result in expulsion from 
the program. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY:  
Cheating, plagiarism (submitting another person’s material as one’s own) or other 
forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. In completing assignments you 
may not rely on books, notes or sources of information that are not approved by your 
professor. All material used in academic work must be fully acknowledged. Infractions 
will result in penalty ranging from failure on the assignment to a failing grade in the 
course. Academic dishonesty is considered a deportment violation and will be 
reported to the student's home institution, where disciplinary action may extend 
beyond the penalty administered by the KIIS program. 
 
CONDUCT and BEHAVIOR 
You are representing KIIS, your university, the United States and yourself. We expect 
good behavior from you at all times, whether in a sponsored group activity or on your 
own. You must observe the following rules:  

• You will be on-time for meetings, gatherings, and departures.  
• You will communicate with us immediately if you encounter a serious 
problem, emergency, or delay.  
• You will be respectful of the history, culture and people of Barcelona.  
• You will put away your mobile devices when the program leaders are 
addressing you or whenever group seminars are in session.  
• You will not use illegal substances and will not abuse alcohol.  
• You will be friendly, courteous and understanding to all participants on the 
KIIS Barcelona program. 

 
 
 


