
 
 
 

 
KIIS Italy, Summer 2018 

ART 401 Art of the Italian Renaissance 
 

Professor: Todd C. Smith 
Email:  tsmith2@bellmarine.edu 

(B Block) 
Syllabus subject to change 

Course Description:  
 
The course offers a survey of Italian 
Renaissance art from the early  
fourteenth through the late sixteenth 
century (c. 1300-1600). 
 
Our attention centers on Florence and 
Rome, in coordination with the program 
itinerary. In lectures and discussions we 
examine the cultural “rebirth” that 
defines the period, the emergence of 
individual artistic personalities, aspects of 
social life that affected art production 
and reception, and artistic styles and 
techniques.   
 
Required readings include modern historical studies and primary Renaissance sources.  
Through discussions and written assignments, students will develop critical thinking skills.  
Taught by Dr. Christopher Fulton and Prof. Todd Smith. 
 
Note: This course fulfills the Renaissance-Baroque requirement for the major in Art History at 
University of Louisville and may do the same at other schools. 
 
 
 
Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
historical, cultural & 
societal influence on 
Renaissance art. 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
cultural value and social structures that influenced the 
artisans and artists of the period through site and museum 
visits, readings, and reflective writings in a personal 
journal.  
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Become familiar with the 
various locations of the 
trip through immersion 
and careful observation. 

Students will familiarize themselves with each city through 
scavenger hunts and by developing their own study 
guide worksheets that will be shared with the rest of their 
classmates. They will also create 2 Place-as-text reports 
during their travels.  

Develop critical thinking 
skills through the analysis 
of art. 

Students will develop critical thinking skills through the 
combination of journal entries and a final reflective essay, 
collaborative exercises, and through readings and 
discussions. 

 
Graded Work 
 
Students will keep a journal, complete study guides at three museums or site visits, give 
two place-as-text oral reports, and write a reflection essay. 
 

Journal (at least 12 entries) 400 pts 
Study guides x 3 300 pts 
Place-as-text reports x 2 200 pts 
Reflection Essay 100 pts 
TOTAL  1,000 pts 

 
Journals 
Students will submit their journals twice during the semester; the first time for ungraded 
response from the instructor, and the second time at the end of the program for grade. 
 
Study guides  
At visits to the Uffizi Museum, Siena Museo del Duomo, and Vatican Museum, students 
will complete study guides. These must be completed at the museums and handed in 
the following class period. 
 
Place-as-text reports  
Twice during the program students will deliver place-as-text reports on artistic 
monuments or locations. The reports will be conducted in teams of two to four persons. 
 
Reflection essay  
At the end of the program students will write a five-page, typed reflection essay on their 
experience with Italian art. These papers are due one week after our departure from 
Italy.  
 
Grade Scale 
 
900 - 1,000 pts 90 - 100 % A  
800 - 899 pts  80 - 89 % B 
700 - 799 pts  70 - 79 % C 
600- 699 60 - 69 % D 
0 - 599 0 - 60 % F 



 
All work submitted for grade should be the student’s own or properly attributed. Cases 
of plagiarism or dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the course and will be 
reported to KIIS and the home institution. 
 
Tentative Schedule 
(Subject to change, B Block class times listed below)   
Optional excursions interspersed throughout 
 
Florence 
5/23 W - Depart USA 
5/24 Th - Orientation 5 - 7 pm 
5/25 F - City Center 9 am - 12 pm & class 2 - 3 pm 
5/26 Sa - Scavenger Hunt 9 am - 12 pm & group meeting 2 - 3 pm 
5/27 Su - Free Day & optional Excursion 
5/28 M - Class 1 - 3 pm 
5/29 Tu - Fiesole Ruins 8 am - 12 pm & class 2 - 3 pm 
5/30 W - Class 1 - 3 pm & the Accademia 4 - 6 pm 
5/31 Th - Uffizi 9 am - 12 pm & class 1 - 3 pm 
6/1-2 F & Sa - Free Days & optional excursion 
 
Villa 
6/3 Su - Bus to Villa 1 - 2 pm 
6/4 M - San Gimignano 2 - 6 pm 
 
Siena 
6/5 Tu - Center City 9 am - 12 pm & class 2:30 - 4 pm 
6/6 W - class 1 - 3 pm 
6/7 Th - Free Day & optional excursion 
6/8 F - Assisi 8 am - 2 pm 
 
Rome 
6/9 Sa - Class 1 - 3 pm 
6/10 Su - Ancient Rome 8 am - 12 pm 
6/11 M - Class 1 - 3 pm 
6/12 Tu - Free Day 
6/13 W - Papal Audience 8 - 11 am & class 2:30 - 4 pm 
6/14 Th - St. Peter’s 8 am - 12 pm  & Vatican Museum 1 - 4 pm 
6/15 - 17 F, Sa & Su - Free Days 
6/18 M - Class 3 - 4 pm 
 
Ostia 
6/19 Tu - Ostia Antica 10 - 11 am  
6/20 W - Class 11 am - 12 pm 
6/21 Th - Depart Rome 
 
Note: Class meets only 12 times, staying on top of workload and being punctual is essential 
 



 
Attendance 
 

● Attendance is mandatory and roll will be taken at all classes and program tours. 
● It is vital that the student register at each class meeting—this is the student’s 

responsibility.  
● Any student who appears more than twenty minutes after class begins will be 

counted absent.  
● If the student misses one class or program tour, his or her final grade will be 

reduced by 50 points on the 1,000 point scale. 
● If the student  misses two classes, his or her final grade will be reduced by 100 

points.  
● If the student misses three classes, his or her  final grade will be reduced by 150 

points. 
● If the student misses four or more classes, he or she will receive a failing grade for 

the course. 
 
 


