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This advanced level course postulates that cities, like people, have individual characteristics, and that a place is 
best understood in relationship to the people who occupy it. Cities are designed for people and this course will 
undertake the drawing and painting of both through a variety of media, both graphic and aqueous. Similar to a 
travel journal, each student will keep an artist’s book that will be the final product of this course, developed 
through numerous observational drawings and paintings, as well as reflections on readings and experiences, to 
form a personal portrait of Barcelona. 
 
I. Course Themes and Objectives  

- Experiment with media, wet and dry, achromatic and chromatic. 
- Make use of and develop technical drawing skills to better understand and record a place. 
- Observe directly through both writing and drawing to heighten awareness and perception. 
- Discuss work – your own, your peers, and historic or contemporary work – as a means of improving 

personal critical judgment and visual literacy. 
- Explore the meaning of place as an identity. 

 
II. Course format and schedule 
Much of the work will be done on site and at locations determined according to weather and availability. 
Assignments will follow conceptual themes. Grading will be based on sketchbook entries, and the onsite 
drawings produced, which will comprise the drawing activity. Class participation and students’ individual 
initiatives will be important. Due to the length of the program, 12 to 15 onsite drawings produced qualifies 
consideration for the grade of "A." The quality and understanding present in the work produced will determine 
the grade. There will not a be a text for this course, but readings and written reflections will compliment drawing 
activity.  
 
III. Course expectations and Policies 

- Since much of our work is on site, you will be expected to find and meet at designed locations. 
- Anything that distracts from the work of the class, cell phones for example, is prohibited. 
- All work, unless announced otherwise, should be drawn from direct observation and not photography. 
- Plagiarism or doing work that will receive academic credit for another person are all unacceptable. All 

work should be original to this class. 
 
IV. Attendance 
KIIS program participants are expected to be punctual to and in attendance at all classes, meetings and required 
excursions, and to remain with the program for the full academic period.  Unexcused absences from classes 
and/or mandatory meetings will result in a lowering of the student’s final grade, as will excessive tardiness.  
Multiple unexcused absences could result in expulsion from the program.  Any absence from an academic class 
session must be excused for medical reasons. 
 

 


